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i ht Communists have con- 
tlielr threats against 
* of th* Berlin air cor- 
by Western commercial 
rs, charging then again 
with transporting Vest German 
"militarists" and "revanchists" 
to Kent Berlin. While th* 
caipalga was timed to coincide 
with th* 1-3 September Homeland 
Day celebrations In Vest Borlln 
by xielloes fro* former 0 * 1 * 0 m 
territories In Poland and 
Czechoslovakia, recent state- 
ments lay th* groundwork for r 
future Interference with coa- 
merclal air traffic, In an 
effort to Intimidate th* Western 
carriers to suspend thslr 
flights or accept East German 
authority over th* corridor*. 

A* In jthe past, tho propaganda 
la directed against th* general 
target of Teat Germany's ttss 
with Test Berlin and forma part 
of the bloc'* effort to further 
a sense of iaolatlon and help- 
lessness among rest Berliners. 


fhe USSR addressed note* 
on 2 September to th* three 
Wostorn powers In which it 
recapitulated the position 
taken In Its earlier notes of 
23 August that thsrs Is no 
legal basis for the operation 
of commercial aircraft In the 
post war quadripartite agree- 
ments relating to Berlin and 
that t|h* corridors were set 
up onl|y to supply th* needs of 
the Allied garrieons In: Berlin. 
Th* notes warned that the West- 


ern Allies will bs bald re- 
ponslbl* for any consequences 
of "provocative activity" car- 
ried out by the Test German 
Government in Teat Berlin. 


On 5 September, tb* Soviet 
commandant In Berlin, General 
Solovyov, visited US Commandant 
Vatsos to dellvor a reply to 
th* Keatern protest against the 
staling off of the Berlin sec- 
tor border. Solovyev charged 
that Teat Berlin "rowdies" had 
Interfered with Soviet officials 


on duty In Teet Berlin, notably 
Soviet controller! in the Burl In 
Air Safety Center (BA SC) , He 
warned that further sueh inter- 
ference night affect BA SC opera- 
tion*, implying tb* Soviets might 
end their participation. Th* 
day before Solovyov met Watson, 
th* Enet Orman new* agency 
carried what purported to bo 
th* giet of th* Soviet coir ir. dant's 
remark*; It was couched In very 
Insulting language and bluntly 
threatened a walkout fren BA3C. 

The US Mission In Berlin roporUd 
that Solovyev's rcKarbs followed 
th* broad lines of the Eaat German 
release but In essentially differ- 
ent tones. So.’.ovyev had no ex- 
planation for th* premature 
release of bis statement or th* 
Insulting character given It. 


East German spokesmen have 
gone out of their way to root ■ 
firm th* regime's Intention to 
abide by the terms of ths Soviet 
- East Gorman agreement of 20 
September 1933 under which th* 
JSSfl retained control of Test- 
ers Allied access to West Ber- 
lin. Ths rsglmo, however, has 
rscsntly hinted at some quali- 
fication of this position. 


On 31 August, East Gsr- 
sany delivered two notes, each j- 
dated 26 August, to th* US 
Eebaesy In Prague through th* 
Cnechoslovak Foreign Minis- 
try, charging tb* US with mis- 
use of the Air corridors and 
of its ground access rights 
between Tent Germany and Test „ 
Berlin. The notes in general 
restate th* charges Bed* by 
Belter Ulbrlcbt In his 33 Au- 
gust speech in which he insisted 
that tb* East German regime has 
a legal right to control non- 
military traffic over its terri- 
tory and will eventually demand » 
control over all traffic to Berlin. 


The second not* specifically 
protested tb* reinforcement of th* 
US' Berlin garrison on 20 August 
and declared that th* regime would 
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It Is necessary to abolish occu- 
pation rsfclsss," la auch a vio- 
lation. 

Tha bast Osmans havs not 
yet attempted any serious inter- 
ference with Western Allied 
access to feat Berlin froi a Vest 
Cernan y. ; On 4 September the 
US military train from Bremer- 
haven to Berlin vaa delayed at 
Brandenburg by last Oersaa police, 
who removed the crew— allegedly 
for running through a red signal 
light id*-*be log»*w4M«ubatitute 


the liarienborn checkpoint on 
the Berlin autobahn attenpted, 
unsuccessfully, to exsalne the 
passports of three State De- 
partment esployees an route 
to Berlin on official business. 
Os the' return trip, the Bast 
Germans again attempted to exer 
clns control. This tine, a 
Soviet officer, summoned on the 
demand of the Americans, saved 
then os, after consenting that 
they should have ahown their 
passports to the last Ger- 
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’LL? t Og£M*S "Frontiers" 

Tho rogiita his taken a 
further step to convert the 
si-ctoih border between Fsst end 
West Berlin into • state fron- 
tier: by eilalili oil i i>e a contra] 
customs control station at the 
Fricdf lehstrasse crossing 
point d A Feat German press 
service reports that- En at 
Germany has quietly introduced 
a custons duty on all parcels 
from Vest Berlin and Wesf' Ger- 
many tjo East Germany. Vo duty 
, had born levied on such articles 
in the p-'et. 

On 2 P.nd 3 September , East 
Co man police built a barbed- 
wire fonco along both side* of 
tho road leading through East 
Oer>m.-y from West Berlin to 
Stolnatueckon, an exclave of 
tho US sector of Berlin, While 
tbs measures may have been taken 
r'nply to cut oft refugee 
escapes through Steinstuecken to 
tho Western sectors, it may be 
a further stop toward tbe ab- 
sorption of the exclave into 
the surrounding East German 
territory or, altsrnatlvsly, 
in E.:st Berlin. Veit Berlin 
policy hr.ve reported that two 
Stelnatueckoa residonts were 
arrested for helping refugses 
reach West Berlin. 

ljn an effort to improve 
security along the East-West 
Gorman frontier, the regia* has 
resorted to frequent helicopter 
surveillance. US military of- 
ficials report that thsrs has 
been a marked lncraase la border 
violations by Soviet-type bell- 
copters along tha frontier. 
There were seven such violations 
on 28 August, ten on 29 August, 
and four between 1 and 3 Sep- 
tember. 

Pressures on East Germans 

The Ulbricht regime, con- 
fident of its control ovsr the 
population, is reaortlng to 



hard-line domestic policies la 
an effort to silence opposition 
and increase production. Indus- 
trial; workers clearly will no 
longer be handled with tbe treat 
care previously accorded them, 

A top planning official — pollt- 
buro member Bruno Leusehner — 
recently revealed that .the party 
politburo ha* sharply criticised 
tho trade union leadership for 
slackness toward "tha class 
enemy," nogleet of the struggle 
against work slowdowns, and 
general political and economic 
weakness. This suggests that 
harsher provisions for payment 
and work hours may soon be intro- 
duced in an effort to overcome, 
as far as possible, manpower 
looses stemming from tbe refugee 
flow prior to the sealing off of 
West Berlin. West German statis- 
tic* show that more than 184,000 
persons fled fros East Germany 
during the first eight months of 
1961, compared with Just undor 
200,000 in the whole of i960. 

Leuscbnor revealed that in- 
dustrial production during the 
first sis months of 1961 had 
slumped slightly below tbe com- 
parable period in I960, although 
there was wide variation from 
■actor to sector. Steel and 
coal apparently came close to 
plan fulfillment, while the pro- 
duction plan for chemicals was 
overfulfilled. Shortfalls were 
chiefly in the key machinery 
and equipment industries and in 
construction. Leuschner did not 
specify what measures are being 
planned to etrengthen controls 
over labor and sanagi want , but* 
he noted that industrial wages 
paid is tha first six months had 
amounted to 49 percent of the 
annual plan figure, wboraas pro- 
duction had bgea only 43 percent 
of plan. Tbe regime probably 
will put into effect some 
changes in the work norma and 
the wags structure; such meas- 
ures art alrsady authorised by 
the labor code, which went into 
effect on 1 July. 
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Lou«ehn»r alvo -loted that 
tho Economic Council i» draw- 
ing up specific yre;x»*.ita to 
eliminate Weakness in the union 
ori;aniiatioB. Thl* aucsosta 
that A1 f rcjd Xcumsnn, who waa 
appointed to head this council 
In early July, and Karl Howls, 
named chief of the State Plan- 
ning Commission at the sane 
tine, may have clashed with 
long-time trade union chairman 
Herbert Wirnke on the feas^bil- 
ity of speed-up measures to 
overcome production problems. 
Widespread shake-up* throughout 
tho union jstructurss are prob- 
ably in pijcspcct. 

Under these pressures, the 
East Gorman po. ul tien appears 
to be tense and uneasy. At the 
Hennigadorf locomotive plant 
north of Berlin, the regime re- 
portedly has arrested at lenat 
six engineers after a succession 
of incidents beginning in early 
juno. Potsdam District party 
leaders are reported to have 
been ceesuired for permitting 
unrest in the plant. A shoe 
trial intended to connect 
worker unrest and alleged 
American activities in Vest 


Berlin li 
making. 


said to be in the 


The Church 


The regime hat made now 
moves to split tilt Evangelical • 
Church in East Germany from its 
leaders in Vest Berlin ir.J Vswr 
Germany. On 30 August, the East 
Berlin police president ordered 
Dr. Kurt Scharf, chairman of < 
the All-German Evangelical 
Church sy»«d and s resident of 
Eaat Berlin, to cancel a synod 
meeting scheduled for the fol- 
lowing day. At the same time, 
East German churchmen were 
forbidden to attend a aynod 
meeting in Vest Bsrllo. 

The regime followed up 
with a move to expel Or. Scharf 
from East jBerlio, on grounds 
that ha had retained his vest 
Berlin identity card, had pro. 
tested against the sealing off 


of Vest Berlin, and belonged 
to "an organisation inimical to 
pence." Tho regime also refused 
to permit the provincial Berlin- 
Crandnnburg vynud to j-wet on 
3 September to elect a succes- 
sor to Bishop Otto Dibelius. 

By these moves, the regime 
has effectively split the church 
into Eastern and Western halves. 
It may soon attcr.pt to institute 
an East German "national" Evan- 
gelical Church. 



Tho US Mission character! car 
the feelings of Vest Berliners as 
s combination of grim resolve to 
hang on and nervousness over where 
the next blow will fall. They 
find it especially difficult 
to adjust to the loss of tho , 
city's loag-atandlng "special 
mission" In tho East-Vest strug- 
gle— i.e., its role of "oscape 
hatch,'* ahew window to tho East, 
and mac ting place of Germans from 
East and Vest.* As alternatives, 

Vest Berlin leaders have already 
begun to stress further economic a 
progress and development of Vest 
Berlin as a center of science 
and education. The mission doubts, 
however, whether in tho long run 
nay of the younger Vest Berliners 
will be able to resist the ap- 
peal of s "less complicated" 

Ilfs in Vest Germany. 
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Th«* Homeland Pay rally 
wns uneventful, with no lnit*r- 
f.retiee from the East German 
regime. East Germany used 
similar meetings * year ago 
as a preteat for imposing re- 
strictions on West German civil- 
ian access to West Berlin. West 
German Transport Hi mister 
Seehohm visited West Berlin and 
returned to Bonn on 2 September 
si rhout incident , despite East 
German threats of ” demonstra- 
tions" against his flight into 
Berlin on a Western commercial 
aircraft . 

According to the feat Ger- 
man newspaper Die Welt , only 300 
West German firms Kave exhibits 
at the East German Leipzig Trade 
Fair from 3 to 10 September, as 
compared aith 815 last year. 

Many large West German firms 
which bad beea represented for 
many years are conspicuously 
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